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TO THE STUDENTS

and Manchester, getting hardly 5 per cent as their share of the
profits of the trade, out of which is built all the seeming magni-
ficence of our big cities." It was Lord Salisbury, he continued,
who had observed on a historic occasion that since India had
to be bled, the lancet must be applied to the congested parts,
And if revenue had to be derived by the process of bleeding in
Lord Salisbury's time, how much more so it must be now, when
India had become poorer as a result of all these years of exploi-
tation ? They should not forget that it was out of this revenue
which represented the life-blood of the Indian masses that their
education was financed. And again, did they realize that the
education which they received was at the expense of the degra-
dation of their countrymen since money spent on it was derived
from the notorious liquor revenue ? Before God's judgment seat,
therefore, they would have to answer the dread question,' What
hast thou done with thine brothers ? ' What answer would they
then make, he asked them. He then went on to cite to them the
instance of Hazrat Omar who, when the Mussulman nobles fell
into luxurious ways of living and took to wearing fine clothes,
asked them to take themselves away from him saying that they
were no true followers of the Prophet who did not always use
bread prepared from coarse flour and wear coarse clothes. He
wished that they would take a leaf out of the life of that God-
fearing Caliph.
And, again, was it not a shame that when Narayandas
Malkani wanted young men to help him in the flood relief work
in Sindh he had to go abegging for assistance to Gujarat ? And
lastly, what had they to say with regard to the scandalous cus-
tom of deti-leti ? Instead of making their wives the queens of
their homes and of their hearts, they had converted them into
chattels to be bought and sold! Was this the lesson that they
had imbibed from the reading of English literature ? Woman
had been described as the ardhangana or the better half of man.
But they had reduced her to the position of a slave and the
result was the state of paralysis in which they found their coun-
try. " Swaraj is not meant for cowards," he concluded, " but
for those who would mount smilingly to the gallows and refuse
even to allow their eyes to be bandaged. Promise that you will
wipe off the stain of deti-leti, that you will die to restore your
sisters and wivete to their full dignity and freedom. Then I shall